Your personal Web page

Now that you’ve learned a bit of HTML, it’s time to create your own personal Web page! This is your chance to express who you are, tell what you find interesting, provide links to your favorite sites, or just show off your artistic creativity.

The key to success is to start slow and work up gradually to more complex and interesting creations. Your very first attempt might look like this:

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01//EN"

            "http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/strict.dtd">

<html>

<head>

<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=utf-8">

<title>Joe College</title>

<body>

<P>Hi! My name is Joe College and this is the very first version of my personal Web page!</P>

</body>

</html>

Write something like this, save it, and view it with your Web browser. When you have it working, start to improve and add on! Add only one new feature at a time, and check that it works before proceeding. By “works,” we mean both of the following:

1. The page looks the way you expect when you view it in a browser; and

2. The page validates correctly at http://validator.w3.org.
Your digital photograph

One of the most interesting features of any personal Web page is a photo. You can scan in a favorite printed photograph of yourself, or use one that is already online. At the time of this writing, Web browsers recognize only the BMP, GIF and JPEG image file formats. If your photo is in a different format, use Paint to convert it to a GIF or (preferably) JPEG image file.

Publishing your page on the Web

 UGA maintains space for your personal Web pages on the UGA MyDrive. To get to your personal web space: 

1. Create your page using Notepad2 as described in the exercise above. Save the file as index.html. This is the special name for your home page.

2. Point your browser at https://mydrive.uga.edu/NetStorage/.  You will need to sign in with your UGA MyID and password.

3. [image: image1.emf]Using the folder tree view at left, open the NetStorage folder to see the Home@UGA folder. 

4. Open this folder to find the www folder, which will hold your Web pages.

5. From the Tools menu, choose Options, then Content button at the top. Click on the Exceptions… button next to ‘Block pop-up windows’. Add mydrive.uga.edu to the list of sites that are allowed to raise popups.

6. Your www folder may already have a file named index.html. This is the default Web page provided by EITS. To avoid overwriting this page, click the checkbox next to index.html  and select File/Rename and rename it to something like, “index_old.html”. 

7. Now upload your index.html page, using the File/Upload menu item.

8. If this is successful, you should be able to view your file by going to  http://myid.myweb.uga.edu in your web browser, where, of course, “myid” is replaced by your actual UGA MyID.

Finishing your Web page for grading

Continue working on your Web page, improving and extending it as you see fit. At the end of the term you will be graded on the content, artistic merit, and technical quality of your page. To get full credit, your page must be hand-coded and validate as HTML Strict. You must use at least 10 different tags, including one tag that was not taught in these notes.  For a full list of requirements, see the Personal Web Page link on WebCT.

This counts as 5% of your course grade, so take the time to do a good job. This is your chance to tell us who you are – we want to know about you.
